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I.—IBN SA’UD AND THE RESURRECTION OF THE WAHHABI 
POWER IN ARABIA. 


HE most arresting feature of post-war developments in the 
Arabian Peninsula has been the resurrection of the Wahhabi 


Power under the Wahhabi Imam ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz b. ‘Abdi’r 
Rahm§ani’s-Sa’id. ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz b. Sa’iid himself is the descendant of 
the house which by its association with the Wahhabi movement in the 
latter half of the eighteenth century mastered almost the whole of 
Arabia. The empire that they had built up did not endure beyond 
1810, and during the nineteenth century it lost most of its ancestral 
provinces. ‘Abdu’l-Aziz started life as a homeless refugee at the court 
of Sheikh Mubarak of Kuwayt, but in 1gor he seized his ancestral 
principality at Riyad, and nine years later founded his Ikhwan, a 
movement which has been described as a ‘‘ Wahhabi revival in an 
intensified form.’”’ He recovered the Qasim and captured Al-Hasa in 
1913 from the Turks, and in May, 1914, signed a treaty with them. 

At the outbreak of the Great War negotiations were opened by 
Great Britain with Ibn Sa’iid and after fourteen months a treaty was 
signed with him on 26th December, 1915, and ratified on 18th July, rg16., 
In this instrument the British Government took note that the Najd, 
Hasa, Qatif and Jubayl with their ports on the shores of the Persian 
Gulf were the ancestral dominions of Ibn Sa’iid and recognized him 
as the independent ruler of them and the absolute chief of their tribes. 
In the event of aggression by any foreign Power against the territories 
of Ibn Sa’iid the British Government was to aid him at its discretion 
if it had not had a previous opportunity of intervening diplomatically. 
Ibn Sa’iid pledged himself not to enter into relations with other foreign 
power other than Great Britain and not—without the British Govern- 
ment’s consent—to alienate or lease any of his territories or grant 
concessions to any other foreign Power or its nationals. He further 
pledged himself to follow Great Britain’s advice provided that it was not 
damaging to his own interests! Ibn Sa’iid further undertook to refrain 
from interfering with the territories of Kuwayt, Bahrayn, and of the 
Sheikhs of Qater and of the ’Uman coast who were under the protection 
of and in treaty relations with the British Government. The two parties 
agreed to conclude a further detailed treaty. 

Ibn Sa’iid carried out desultory hostilities during the war with the 
Rashidian forces and received a subsidy from the British Government, 
which by February, 1922, amounted to {252,908 sterling. In the 
financial year ending 31st March, 1924, he received £50,000, after which 
the subsidy together with others to various Arabian princes from the 
British Government ceased. 

Ibn Sa’iid’s relations with the Hijaz were complicated by the fact 
that the Amir Husayn was an ally of Great Britain. On 29th October, 
1916, the latter without consulting the British Government had caused 
himself to be proclaimed King of the Arabs, and two years later 
(June, 1918) he marched out to occupy Khurmah which had seceded to 
Ibn Sa’iid. There were several skirmishes and eventually in May, IgI9g, 
Husayn’s forces were defeated by those of the Ibn Sa’iid at Turabah. 


Desultory hostilities continued until 1924. 
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In 1921, Ibn Sa’iid attacked the Jabal Shammar, captured the 
members of the House of Rashid and annexed their dominion. He was 
proclaimed Sultan of the Najd, and the title was officially recognized 
by the British High Commissioner in Iraq on 22nd August, 1921. 

In the meanwhile, Husayn alienated the Egyptian Government on 
questions connected with the Pilgrimage. More serious than this he 
failed to negotiate a treaty with the British Government, mainly because 
the commitments of England to France, the Zionists, and the League 
of Nations precluded the fulfilment of such hopes as Husayn had 
entertained with regard to Palestine and Syria at the time when he 
threw in his lot with the Allied cause and revolted against the Turks. 
Husayn persistently protracted the negotiations with Great Britain, 
and Colonel T. E. Lawrence’s mission to him in 1921 to obtain the 
ratification of the Versailles Treaty failed. 

A subsequent endeavour to draft a treaty between the Hijaz and 
the British Government provoked such a storm in the Islamic World 
when the provisos were published in 1923 that King Husayn refused 
to sign the treaty. At each attempt to draft a treaty the question of 
Palestine was not settled to the satisfaction of Husayn. 

Thus in June, 1924, Husayn still had no treaty with Great Britain, 
and at this time Ibn Sa’iid intervened. On 7th March, 1924, King 
Husayn had assumed the Caliphate at ‘Ammé§n, and in the same month 
Great Britain’s subsidy to Ibn Sa’tid ceased. Both of these events, 
no doubt, decided Ibn Sa’iid. He was provoked by the pretensions 
of the House of Hashim and no longer had much to lose by incurring 
the displeasure of the British Government. In addition, he was at 
loggerheads with Husayn over an affray between the contingent of 
Pilgrims from Najd and the Hijazis. 

Ibn Sa’iid launched a military campaign against the Hijaz. 
King Husayn appealed to the British Government to assist him. 
The British Government refused, and on 3rd October, 1924, the 
unfortunate King of the Arabs abdicated. Thereafter followed a period 
in which the Amir ‘Ali b. Husayn was appointed Constitutional Sovereign 
of the Hijaz but was not recognized by the Ibn Sa’iid and remained 
at Jiddah. 


On 13th October, Ibn Sa’iid occupied Mecca and some days later 
informed the new Government of the Hijaz that the war would continue 
until all members of the ex-King Husayn’s family had been expelled. 
He then published a proclamation to the Islamic World in which he 
announced officially that he had occupied Mecca and requested his 
co-religionists in all parts of the world to meet him there in order to 
decide upon the future régime of the Holy Land. This gesture failed, 
as Egypt, Angora, Iraq, Syria, Palestine and the Gulf chiefs did not 
send representatives. 


At the conclusion of the Pilgrimage of 1925, Ibn Sa’iid restarted 
military operations to settle the fate of the Hijaz. Great indignation 
was provoked throughout the Islamic World by a report that Wahhabi 
projectiles had struck the Tomb of the Prophet at Medina. The King 
of Egypt intervened and obtained an assurance from Ibn Sa’id that 
religious monuments in Medina would be safeguarded. Medina 
capitulated on 5th December, 1925, and on 28th December, King ‘Ali 
announced his withdrawal from the Hijaz. 
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Having conquered the Hijiz, Ibn Sa’iid was faced with the problem 
of its disposal. On 8th July, 1926, he was created King of the Hijaz, 
and within the next ten weeks Ibn Sa’fid’s new status was recognized 
by the Governments of Great Britain, France, the U.S.S.R. and the 
Netherlands, but he still has to legitimize his position in the eyes of the 
Islamic World, who had started with a prejudice against Wahhabism. 

On 28th April, 1926, Ibn Sa’iid issued fresh invitations to an Islamic 
Conference at Mecca, which was “ to refer the destiny of the Holy Land 
to the decisions of the Islamic World.”’ The Congress opened on 
7th June, but the delegates, numbering nearly sixty, apart from the 
representative of the Russian Muslims and the representatives of Ibn 
Sa’iid’s own dominions of the Najd, the Hijaz, and the ‘Asir, were 
unofficial. 

At this Congress Ibn Sa’iid caused a resolution (5th July, 1926) 
to be moved concerning the status of ‘Aqabah and Ma’an (on the 
border-line between the ~Hijaéz and Transjordan) which had been 
expressly claimed, a year earlier, by the British Government for 
Transjordan. The resolution protested against the annexation of these 
two places to a country under the mandate of a Muslim Power. 

Differences arose in the Conference on account of the Puritanism 
of the Wahhabis. The Wahhabis had suppressed such practices as the 
cult of the saints, which they regarded as idolatrous and had interfered 
with the liberty of Pilgrims to practice certain rites (madhabib). These 
prohibitions aroused considerable dissension as did Ibn Sa’ad’s refusal 
to introduce a fixed tariff for charges payable by Pilgrims. 

A further resolution was passed demanding from the French and 
British mandatory Powers the rendition of those sections of the Hijaz 
railway which ran through the territories (Syria, Palestine, and 
Transjordan) under their respective mandates. Resolutions affecting 
hygiene and the slave trade were also passed. The Congress constituted 
itself into a permanent organization styled “The Congress of the 
Islamic World,’ which was to assemble annually at Mecca. 


During the Pilgrimage of 1926, a serious affray took place between 
Najdi Pilgrims and the Egyptian caravan over restrictions placed on 
the customary ceremonial of the MahAmal, and on 27th January, 1926, 
the Egyptian Government recalled the Mahmal to Egypt. On 11th May, 
1927, it was reported that Ibn Sa’id had sent a reply to an inquiry by 
the Egyptian Government as to the conditions under which the Haj 
(Pilgrimage) might be undertaken. Ibn Sa’tid declared that he could 
not permit the armed escort of the Mahmal to accompany it to Mecca, 
and stated the pilgrims would not be allowed to embrace the tombs. 
It was thought that the Egyptian Government would not accept the 
restrictions and that the Mahmal would not go to Egypt this year. 


In Southern Arabia in the Yaman the Imam Yahya of San‘a had 
remained opposed to the British after the Armistice, and in 1919 invaded 
the British Aden Protectorate and occupied Dala‘. In 1920 the port of 
Hudaydah was evacuated and allowed to pass into the possession of the 
Imam ’s rival the Idrisi. (A complete breach between the Imam and 
the British occurred as a result and Sir Gilbert Clayton was sent by the 
British Government to the Court of Sana on a special mission.) By March, 
1926, however, the Imam had seized the greater part of the Idrisiyah 
Principality together with the Port of Hudaydah, This almost brought 
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the two surviving Powers (Ibn Sa’itid and the Imam) of the Peninsula 
into territorial contact, but Ibn Sa’iid maintained a conciliatory attitude. 
On 21st October, 1926, he signed a treaty with Sayyid Hassan ibn Ali al 
Idrisi of the Asir (for Text, see Bulletin III, No. 5), which practically 
made the Idrisi a dependent. 

With regard to the Gulf Chiefs, Ibn Sa’iid appears to have kept his 
pledge to the British Government (Treaty, 26th December, 1915) and 
to have refrained from “ all aggression or interference with’ them. 

In Northern Arabia the expansion of Ibn Sa’iid’s power did not 
become a serious problem for Iraq or Transjordan until his conquest 
of the Jabal Shammar principality in 1921. This caused a migration 
to Iraq of Shammar refugees fleeing from the forces of Ibn Sa’iid. 
Sir Percy Cox, the British Commissioner in Iraq, proposed to Ibn Sa’iid 
an early meeting with King Faysal to establish a clear understanding 
between Iraq and the Najd and the treatment of tribal affairs. A raid 
in March, 1922, by Wahhabi forces at Shagrah, 130 miles south of the 
Basrah-NAsiriyah railway almost produced a rupture, but on 5th May, 
1922, a treaty between the Najd and Iraq was signed (Treaty of 
Muhammarah). 

On 2nd December, 1922, a protocol was signed delimitating the 
new frontier between Iraq and Najd. On the same day, under British 
auspices, an agreement between the Najd and Kuwayt was reached, 
in which the frontier between these two states was delimited. 


With regard to Transjordan, the Arab principality founded under 
the zgis of Great Britain as mandatory Power in Palestine by ‘Abdu’llah 
b. Husayn, Ibn Sa’iid’s relations were complicated by the ambiguous 
connection he appears to have held with Nuri Sha‘lan, the Chief of the 
Ruwala ‘Anazah to the west and north-west of Transjordan. In 1g2r, 
Nuri made a formal submission to Ibn Sa’iid and received a subsidy 
from him. In 1923, Nuri appears to have maintained himself with 
Transjordanian support. Meanwhile in the eastern section relations 
between the Najd and Iraq appear to have been precarious. 

On 17th December, 1923, representatives from Ibn Sa’iid, King 
Faysal, and the Amir ‘Abdu’llah met at Kuwayt under the Presidency 
of Lieut.-Colonel S. G. Knox, but this conference was dissolved on 
12th April, 1924, without any agreement being reached. When Ibn Sa’iid 
launched his attack on Hijaz in the summer of 1924 his boundary dispute 
with his two northern neighbours were still unsettled. 


It became an urgent matter for Great Britain in 1925, as the 
extinction of ‘Ali b. Husayn’s Constitutional Kingdom of the Hijaz 
drew nearer, to reach an agreement with Ibn Sa’id with regard to the 
Najd-Transjordan frontier and the tribal régime along the borders 
between both Iraq and Transjordan and Ibn Sa’iid’s dominions. 
Sir Gilbert Clayton was despatched by the British Government in 
September, 1925, to Jiddah to negotiate with Ibn Sa’tid regarding these 
questions. Two agreements were signed on 2nd November, 1925, the 
Haddah Agreement relating to the Najd and Transjordan, and the 
Bahrah Agreement relating to the Najd and Iraq. In the former 
instrument the frontier was drawn so as to leave a corridor about 
sixty miles wide connecting Transjordan with Iraq and separating the 
Najd from Syria. In the second (the frontier between the Najd and 
Iraq having been laid down in the treaty and protocols of 1922) the 
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outstanding issue was the question of raiding, and here a principle of 
guarantees liable to confiscation was established. 

In the spring of this year, Sir Gilbert Clayton was again conducting 
negotiations with Ibn Sa’iid for a comprehensive treaty, and it was 
reported these had been successful. (Zsmes, 26th May, 1927). 


(The thanks of the Association are due to the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs for permission to make use of the advanced proofs 
of the Survey of International A ffairs, 1925, Volume I, ‘‘ The Islamic World 
Since the Peace Settlement,” by Arnold J. Toynbee.) 
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II—GREAT BRITAIN AND THE EGYPTIAN ARMY. 


On 23rd May the report of the War Committee of the Egyptian 
Parliament on the War Budget was published. It recommended a general 
acceleration in the increase of the Army establishment and armament, 
and approved the raising of the general establishment of infantry 
battalions to 800, all ranks. 

It approved also of the creation of a naval school and the purchase 
of a training vessel for the training of officers for the Ports and Lights 
Services, the Coastguards, the Royal Yachts, in addition to personnel 
for the naval and mercantile marine services which are to be created. 


The Committee recommended unanimously the cancellation of the 
credit for the Sirdarate. In regard to the contribution of £E750,000 
to the Sudan Administration, it regretted its inability to recommend 
a continuance of the grant in the absence of information in regard to 
its disposal. 

In 1922, when the political status of Egypt was altered the 
Headquarters Staff and Departmental Staffs were British and the Army 
was under direct British control. At that date there were 172 attached 
British officers. In 1926 this number had fallen to nine and of these 
only the Inspector-General had an executive command. Within the 
same time the Army had increased from 4,800 to 10,588, all ranks. 


The proposals with regard to the army affect Great Britain in that 
by the declaration of 1922 she remained responsible for (1) the security 
of the communications of the British Empire in Egypt, notably the 
Suez Canal; (2) for the defence of Egypt against all foreign aggression 
or interference, direct or indirect ; (3) for the protection of foreign 
interests in Egypt and the protection of minorities ; and (4) for the Sudan. 


On the publication of the report of the Parliamentary Committee for 
War the political tension in Egypt (where for some time the situation 
has been disturbed) became acute. Numerous interviews took place 
between the British High Commissioner, Lord Lloyd, the King and the 
Prime Minister, Abdal Khalik, Pasha Sarwat, and between the latter 
and Saad Pasha Zaghlul, the President of the Chamber and leader of 
the Wafd. 

On 26th May an openly anti-British attack was launched in the 
Chamber, mainly by the Zaghlulist Left, on the subject of the visit 
which Lord Lloyd had paid to Minia, in Upper Egypt, on 30th April, 
on the invitation of the local notables. 

On 29th May, H.M. Battleships “ Malaya,” ‘‘ Royal Sovereign ”’ and 
“ Barham ”’ left Malta for Egypt, and on the following day, Lord Lloyd 
presented to Sarwat Pasha a Note from the British Government on the 
subject of Army administration. The immediate occasion for the Note 
was the decision to recommend the suppression of credits for the Sudan. 

The Foreign Secretary made a full statement in the House of 


Commons on the Egyptian situation on Ist June. In this he declared 
that for some time past Wafdists had been attempting to make the 
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Egyptian Army the instrument of party politics, and that this was 
manifested in the War Committee’s report which recommended the 
substitution of the political Minister of War for the Sirdar as Commander- 
in-Chief. British commitments in Egypt, notably the defence of the 
Suez Canal did not permit the possibility of a potentially hostile army 
in that country. The British Note had offered to embark on immediate 
negotiations on the questions at issue. The battleship squadron had 
been dispatched, the Foreign Secretary stated, as it had been reported 
that attempts were being made to foment disorders analogous to those 
which had occurred in Alexandria in 192r. 

In the Egyptian Chamber on 2nd June, Ismail Sidky Pasha referred 
to Sir Austen Chamberlain’s statement and declared that no one in 
Egypt desired that the army should be under political influence. Sarwat 
Pasha, in reply, stated that the dispatch of warships for the protection 
of European lives was an action which did not accord with the realities 
of the situation, but that he hoped that a solution of the existing 
problems would be reached which would be satisfactory to both Egypt 
and Great Britain. 

It was announced that the Egyptian Government reply to the 
British Note was delivered to Lord Lloyd on 3rd June. 
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II.—RUPTURE OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN 
GREAT BRITAIN AND THE USS.S.R. 


In a statement in the House of Commons on 25th May, Sir Austen 
Chamberlain read a memorandum of the conversation which he had 
had with M. Rosengolz, the Soviet Chargé d’Affaires, when the latter 
called to see him on 13th May. During the conversation, M. Rosengolz, 
after protesting against the raid and the manner in which it had been 
carried out, said that on 11th May an agreement had been made with 
the Midland Bank, Ltd., and other authorities for a credit of £10,000,000, 
with a view to increasing Soviet trade with Great Britain. Sir Austen 
Chamberlain declared that a flat contradiction of this statement had 
been issued by the Bank. 

On 26th May, the motion of the Labour Party in the House of 

Commons protesting against the rupture of diplomatic relations with 
the U.S.S.R. without previous inquiry by a Select Committee was 
rejected by 367 votes to 118, and after further divisions, a Conservative 
Amendment approving the Government decision was adopted by 
346 to 98, a majority of 248. On the same day, the Government had 
issued as a White Paper, sixteen documents “ illustrating the hostile 
activities of the Soviet Government and Third International against 
Great Britain.” It was also announced by Mr. Mackenzie King, the 
Prime Minister, that Canada would immediately terminate the Trade 
Agreement of 1921 with the U.S.S.R. 
' The British Note breaking off diplomatic relations with the U.S.S.R. 
was delivered to M. Rosengolz on 27th May. It was dated 26th May, 
and stated (1) that “‘ the examination by the police of the premises of 
Arcos, Limited, and of the Russian Trade Delegation had conclusively 
proved that both military espionage and subversive activities throughout 
the British Empire were directed and carried out from 49, Moorgate ”’ ; 
(2) A Soviet telegram (read by the Prime Minister in the House of 
Commons on 24th May) requesting material for supporting a political 
campaign in Great Britain against Great Britain had been dispatched 
within a few weeks of the British Note of 23rd February, 1927; (3) The 
Soviet Government had not taken the opportunity provided by the 
Note of 23rd February of furnishing an explanation but, instead, the 
hostility of the Soviet Government together with the subversive 
propaganda of their Associates—the Russian Communist Party and the 
Third International—had continued; (4) The British Government 
regarded themselves,in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 3 
of Article XIII of the Trade Agreement of 16th March, 1921, as freed 
from the obligations of that agreement. The departure of M. Khinchuk 
and his assistants was requested ; (5) The British Government would 
not place obstacles in the way of legitimate commerce between the 
U.S.S.R. and Great Britain and they would raise no objection to the 
continuance of the legitimate commercial operations of Arcos, Limited ; 
(6) Finally, His Majesty’s Government felt that they could “ no longer 
maintain diplomatic relations with a Government which permitted 
or encouraged such a state of things as had been disclosed.”” M. Rosengolz 
was requested to withdraw himself and his staff from Great Britain 
within ten days. Suitable arrangements were to be made for this. 
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The Russian reply to the British Note was handed to the British 
Mission in Moscow by M. Litvinoff, the Acting Commissar for Foreign 
Affairs, on 28th May. A complete denial of all charges of violating 
the terms of the Trade Agreement was made, and it was asserted that 
the British Government based its allegations on forged materials. 

In London, M. Khinchuk, Chairman of the Trade Delegation, issued 
a statement (28th May) to the effect that further work with regard to 
the placing of new orders in Great Britain and the conclusions of new 
commercial agreements and contracts, of the Soviet trading organizations, 
as well as of Arcos, Limited, was terminated. Existing contracts would 
be fulfilled and “‘ the work of such organizations as the Russo-British 
Grain Export Company and similar undertakings would continue if no 
obstacles were put in their way in the future.” 

Arrangements have been made whereby the German Embassy in 
London will look after Soviet interests in Great Britain and the 
Norwegian Government will take charge of the care of British interests 
in Russia. 

M. Rosengolz and his staff left London on 3rd June. 
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IV.--THE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS OF YUGOSLAVIA AND 
ALBANIA. 


On 31st May the correspondent of the Giornale d'Italia reported that 
the Albanian Government had arrested the interpreter of the Yugoslav 
Legation, M. Juraskovitch, together with three others, on a charge of 
espionage. Important documents were stated to have been seized at 
the residence of M. Juraskovitch. The Yugoslav Minister lodged a 
protest with the Tirana Government against the arrest, but the Albanian 
authorities asserted that the man was of Montenegrin origin, that he 
was an Albanian citizen, and that they had not been notified that he 
was connected with the Yugoslav Legation. 


On 3rd June it was reported from Belgrade that an unsatisfactory 
answer had been received from Tirana and that a forceful communiqué 
on the subject had been issued from the Foreign Office. Later on the 
same day Tzena Beg, the Albanian Minister in Belgrade, informed the 
press that the arrested dragoman had been released, but the Yugoslav 
Foreign Office received no official confirmation of this news. The Foreign 
Office later issued a statement that the Albanian Government had offered 
to release M. Juraskovitch if certain expressions in the Yugoslav Note 
of protest were withdrawn. 


M. Marinkovitch, the Yugoslav Foreign Minister, replied that the 


“Yugoslav Legation in Tirana had been instructed to demand the 


unconditional release of M. Juraskovitch. This demand was not met 
and on 4th June the Yugoslav Legation was withdrawn from Tirana 
and diplomatic relations between Yugoslavia and Albania broken off. 


On 5th June the Albanian Government published a communiqué 


which stated its case in the dispute and announced its intention of placing 
the facts before the League of Nations. 





ALBANIA. 


MAY 27th. 


” 


>? 


1927. 


30th. 


3Ist. 


JUNE Ist. 


3rd. 


4th. 


5th. 





V.—CHRONOLOGY. 


M. Juraskovitch, the interpreter of the Yugoslav Legation, 
was arrested and his house burnt down. 


Yugoslav Chargé d’Affaires, M. Sakovitch, sent a strongly 
worded Note of protest to the Albanian Government. 


Albanian Government instructed representative in Belgrade, 
Tzena Beg, to explain to Dr. Marinkovitch, Yugoslav 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, that Juraskovitch was an 
Albanian subject and that documents of a compromising 
nature had been found in his possession. The Albanian 
Government considered that M. Sakovitch had acted 
without the knowledge of his Government. 


Albanian Government in a Note verbale to M. Sakovitch 
stated that it had never received formal notification of 
M. Juraskovitch’s appointment. 

Albanian Minister in Belgrade informed Dr. Marinkovitch 
that the prisoner would be released if Yugoslav Government 
instructed its Chargé d’Affaires to moderate the terms of 
the Note of 30th May. 

Dr. Marinkovitch replied that the latter Note had been 
written under orders of Belgrade and demanded uncon- 
ditional release of M. Juraskovitch. 


M. Sakovitch sent a second Note demanding the release 
of M. Juraskovitch, or necessary visas for passports of the 
Yugoslav Legation. 


Hussein Beg Vrioni, the Albanian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, replied that the case “was of purely internal 
character.” 

The Yugoslav Legation was withdrawn from Tirana. 


The Albanian Government issued a communiqué stating 
its intention to lay the facts of the dispute before the 
League of Nations. 


ARGENTINE. 


May 25th. 


”? 


28th. 


Spanish loan to Argentine. (See Spain.) 
British Legation at Buenos Aires raised to an Embassy. 
(See Great Britain.) 


The Police raided various addresses in Buenos Aires 
mentioned in the British White Paper on Soviet Intrigues. 
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BULGARIA. 
1927. 
May 28th. The Government was semi-officially informed by the 


», 29th. 


o gen. 


JUNE 2nd. 


CANADA. 


May 25th. 


» 30th. 


JUNE Ist. 


CHILE. 
MAY 26th. 


» 30th. 


CHINA. 


Conference of Ambassadors that the Inter-Allied Military 
Control Commission in Bulgaria would be withdrawn as 
from 31st May. 

The General Election was held throughout the country for 
the 22nd Ordinary Narodna Sobranye since 1878. 

The final results of the General Election showed that the 
parties in the new Sobranye would be arranged as follows :— 
Democratic Entente: 175; M. Malinoff’s Coalition: 23 ; 
General Mouravieff’s Coalition: 54; Macedonians: I1 ; 
Labour-Communists : 5. 

Twenty-two members of the Communist organization 
known as Consomol who were recently arrested were 
sentenced to death and fifteen others acquitted. 


Mr. Mackenzie King, the Prime Minister, announced that 
Canada would take the same course as Great Britain and 
terminate immediately the Trade Agreement of 1921 
with Russia. 

The Department for External Affairs requested the British 
Foreign Office to notify the Russian Soviet Representative 
in London that the Treaty Agreement with Canada was no 
longer in effect. The Canadian Soviet headquarters has 
been given two weeks’ notice to close. 

Mr. William Phillips, the United States Minister to Canada, 
arrived at Ottawa for the purpose of presenting his 
credentials to the Governor-General. The Legation will 
be officially opened on 1st July. 


Colonel Ibanez has reconstructed his Cabinet with Senor 
Enrique Balmavedotoro as Prime Minister. 

The police arrested Maclovio Galdames, alias Teodoro Toro, 
whose name appeared on the list of addresses seized by the 
London police in the raid on the premises of Arcos. 


Chinese Internal Affairs. 


May 25th. 


Cantonese forces were forced to retire to the south and 
the Northern troops were reported to be at Chumatien, 
160 miles from Hankow. 

Feng Yu-hsiang’s advanced detachments were defeated 
in West Honan and his main force was reported to be 
retiring towards Shensi. 

The Shantung Army held the Hwai River (80 miles 


north of Nanking). 
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Chinese Internal A ffairs—(contd.). 


1927. 
May 26th. 


~ = 


» 28th. 


» 30th. 


oo Sass 


JUNE Ist. 


JUNE 2nd. 





The opening moves of a general offensive in Central Honan 
were begun in the Chumatien area by the Northern armies 
(Ankouchun) with the object of driving the Cantonese 
forces out of the province. 

Loyang was captured by Feng Yu-hsiang. 
It was reported that Chiang Kai-shek’s third army had 
reached Kiukiang and Nanchang, in Kiangsi, and had 
suppressed the extremists there. The Cantonese under the 
leadership of Tsao Tao-yin reached Changsha (capital of 
Hunan) ; connection has thus been established by the canal 
route to Shasi with Yang Sen, the Governor of Szechwan, 
who had descended there from Ichang. 
The Nationalists claimed the capture of Suchow (50 miles 
south of Hsuchowfu, the junction of the Lunghai and 
Tientsin-Pukow Railways) which Chang Chung-chang’s 
troops had evacuated. 

General Chen Tiao-yuan, with the Nationalist first 
division has occupied Szechow, north-east of Pengpu. 
The Hankow-General Tang Sheng-chi counter-attacked the 
Northern (Fengtien) forces and compelled them to retreat. 


The commemoration of the Shanghai rioting passed off 
quietly in the Shanghai area. 

It was reported that Chang Tso-lin’s Fengtien troops were 
withdrawing from Honan before Feng Yu-hsiang. 

It was reported that the Governor of Szechwan, Yang Sen, 
was at Sinti (about 100 miles above Hankow). 

Japanese reports stated that Pengpu and Chengchow 
had been captured by the southern forces. 

The Peking and Nanking Foreign Ministers protested 
against landing of Japanese troops. 

It was reported that the last of the Fengtien (Chang 
Tso-lin’s) troops from Honan were crossing the Yellow 
River at points north of Kaifeng. 

Statement of British Foreign Secretary on military 
situation. (See Great Britain.) 

The reverse sustained by the Northern forces was 
reported to be due to the treachery of two generals, one 
of whom admitted Feng Yu-hsiang into Loyang, and the 
other, after receiving money and munitions from Peking, 
went over to the enemy. The main Fengtien Army was 
holding the north bank of the Yellow River with headquarters 
at Sinsiang and the remainder have proceeded eastwards 
via the Lunghai Railway to join the Shantung and Sun 
Chuan-fang’s forces. 

In Canton a mob led by the Labour Commissioner, Chan 
Fu-mok, surrounded the Government headquarters and 
demanded the dismissal of the Police Commissioner, Tang 
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Chinese Internal A ffairs—(contd). 


JUNE 2nd. 


” 


1927. 


3rd. 


4th. 
5th. 


6th. 


7th. 


Yin-wa, who was rigorously suppressing Labour tyranny. 
The Garrison Commander appeared and threatened drastic 
action and the mob dispersed. Daily arrests of “ Reds” 
were reported. 

Fengtien troops have evacuated Chengchow. 

Chiang Kai-shek was reported to be at Yanchow, on the 
Grand Canal, the headquarters of General Ho Ying-yin, 
commanding the eastern column. 

The Szechwan General Yang Sen was reported to be 
50 miles west of Hankow. 

It was announced that the Nanking Financial Com- 
mission was issuing $30,000,000 (£3,750,000) of Treasury 
Notes bearing interest at 7 per cent. and secured on the 
24 per cent. Customs surtax. By means of a sinking fund 
of one-thirtieth the whole will be liquidated by December, 
1929. 

The Kuomintang have extorted a large sum from the 
Shanghai merchants. 

At Hankow foreign Banks remained closed and interest 
on municipal debentures were paid in notes of the Central 
Bank of China which stood at 20 per cent. discount. 

Sun Chuan-fang, driven northwards to Haichow, sailed 
for Tsingtao. 

The Fengtien (Manchurian) troops retreated northwards. 

The Kuomintang announced the occupation of 
Hsuchowfu after a contest with troops of the Chihli General 
Chu Yu-pu who retired towards Licheng. 


The Nationalists occupied Haichow. 


The Nationalist flag flew over Taiyuan, the capital of the 
Province of Shansi (ruled by Yen Hsi-shan, who had 
declared himself for the Kuomintang). 


The Ankuochun (Chang Tso-lin’s) headquarters informed 
the Press that the Shantung Army was still in position 
with its front line at Hanchwang and that the Fengtien 
Army retained control of the Yellow River bridge in Honan. 
It was reported that negotiations were proceeding 
between Chiang Kai-shek and Chang Tso-lin, with Yen 
Hsi-shan as intermediary, for the cessation of hostilities. 
Delayed dispatches confirmed the report that Sun 
Chuan-fang had been eliminated from the field of political 
militarism. 
Some 9,000 wounded Southerners from Honan have 
reached Hankow. 


Chinese Foreign Relations. 

May 25th. The suit against Mme. Borodin and the three Soviet 

couriers has been filed and the trial will be held in public. 
Two British gunboats proceeded to Ichang for the 

protection of British property. 
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Chinese Foreign Relations—(contd.). 
1927. 


Japanese policy re China. (See Japan.) 
Papers respecting agreements relative to British 
Concessions at Hankow and Kiukiang. (See Great Britain.) 


May 26th. Japanese reinforcements. (See Japan.) 


, 28th. The U.S.A. destroyer “ Pigeon” was fired upon on the 
Yangtze. 

The Commissioner of Foreign Affairs, Kuo Tai-chi, has 
written to the Senior Consul at Shanghai stating that the 
Chinese military have been ordered to prevent processions 
and speakers from entering the Concessions on the second 
anniversary of the outbreak of the Shanghai rioting. 

The police raided the Headquarters of the Hongkong 
Branch of the Canton Seamens’ Union, following an order 
to close the Union. 

Japanese forces for China. (See Japan.) 

It was announced that funds for the payment of 
interest on the Shanghai-Nanking railway loan, due 
Ist June, would not be forthcoming. 

, 30th. A letter from the Chinese Chamber of Commerce appealing 
to Sir Miles Lampson, the British Minister, to remove the 
obstacles hampering Chinese-British relations was published. 

The British Admiralty announced that the Commander- 
in-Chief of the China Squadron had decided to discontinue 
the convoying of Merchant Ships, as firing on steamers on 
the Yangtze had ceased. 


», 31st. The Foreign Chamber of Commerce has protested against 
the imposition of a ‘“‘ dyke-tax’’—an addition ranging 
from } to r per cent. of the Customs surtaxes. 

June 1st. Two thousand Japanese troops were landed at Tsingtao. 

The Japanese and French Legation Guards at Peking 
were reinforced by 300 men. 

No. 2 (Army Co-operation) Squadron, R.A.F., arrived 
at Shanghai from Hongkong. 

The Legation Guards at Peking were reported to 
number 1,150, namely :—U.S.A., 400; Japanese, 250; 
British, 150; Italian, 100; French, 250. 

British subjects were warned to leave Peking. 


, 2nd. New “ Red” programme for China. (See U.S.S.R.) 
Major-General Duncan, G.O.C. of Shanghai Defence 
Force, left for Tientsin. 


,» 3rd. Mr. Eugene Chen sent a Note to the Japanese Consul- 
General at Hankow in which he characterized the sending 
of troops to a place neither a treaty port nor an international 
settlement as a revival of the Twenty-one demands. 
He threatened Japan with economic reactions for which 
the National Government would not be responsible. 

Parades of British troops were held at Shanghai and 
Hongkong in honour of the King’s birthday. Few Chinese 
attended the ceremonies. 
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Chinese Foreign Relations—(contd.) 
1927. 
JUNE 3rd. Total number of ships on the Yangtze at the end of May 
reported as about 102, of which 51 were at Shanghai 
(including 3 at Wuchang), an increase of 8 above the 
total at the end of April. The naval forces at Hankow 
numbered 31 vessels, a decrease of 7 from the total at 
the end of April. 
» 4th. Mr. Miles Lampson left for Peking. 
5th. General Duncan, G.O.C. of the Shanghai Defence Force, 
arrived at Taku. 
» 7th. It was reported that the Shanghai Labour Unions’ 
Association was organizing mass demonstration calling for 
a boycott of Japanese throughout China. 
British motor boats have again been fired on near 
Lunghua. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

MAy 25th. The chief of the Passport Office and the Police Department 
in Bratislava, a Communist municipal councillor, and the 
Secretary of the Communist movement in Slovakia were 
arrested in connection with the irregular use of passports 
to political suspects. 

» 27th. Dr. Thomas Garrigue Masarayk was re-elected President 

of the Republic for a period of seven years at a joint 
session of the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies. 


DENMARK 
May 3rd. A British Squadron under the command of Rear-Admiral 
F. Larkin arrived on a visit to Copenhagen. 


EGYPT. 

May 26th. An interpellation was introduced in the Chamber on the 
subject of the visit which Lord Lloyd paid to Minia, in 
Upper Egypt, on 30th April, on the invitation of the local 
notables. The Debate was outspokenly anti-British. 


» 28th. Lord Lloyd, the British High Commissioner, had an 
audience with the King of Egypt, during which, it is stated, 
he informed the King that he would hand an official Note 
to the Prime Minister on the views of the British Govern- 
ment concerning the reorganization of the Egyptian Army. 


» 30th. British ships for Egypt. (See Great Britain.) 
Lord Lloyd, the High Commissioner, presented Sarwat 
Pasha, the Prime Minister, a Note from the British 
Government to the Egyptian Government on the subject 
of the Army administration of Egypt. 

» 31st. The King, who had arranged to transfer the Court to 
Alexandria as a preliminary to leaving for Europe, cancelled 
his plans in order to remain in Cairo. 
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Egypt—(contd.) 


1927. 


JUNE Ist. 


FRANCE. 
May 27th. 


” 


” 


2nd. 


3rd. 


8th. 


2gth. 


31st. 


JUNE Ist. 


2nd. 


Two meetings of the Cabinet were held. Sarwat Pasha 

later conferred with Adly Pasha and other prominent 
Egyptians. 
Sarwat Pasha, the Prime Minister, had further conversations 
with Adly Pasha, and with Zaghul Pasha, the President 
of the Chamber and leader of the Wafd. The Cabinet 
met again. 


The British battleships, ‘‘ Barham” and “ Malaya ’”’ 
arrived at Alexandria and the “ Royal Sovereign” at 
Port Said. 

Parliament dealt with the proposal for the creation of 
an additional Under-Secretaryship of the Interior. 

Sarwat Pasha, in the Chamber, said he hoped that a 
solution satisfactory to both Egypt and Great Britain 
would be reached. 

The Egyptian Government’s reply to the British Note of 
30th May on the subject of the Egyptian Army was 
delivered to Lord Lloyd, the High Commissioner. 

It was reported that Lord Lloyd had been instructed to 
communicate to the Egyptian Government the fact that 
the British Government required from Egypt definite and 
binding pledges in the matter of the Army. 


At the session of the Chamber, M. Marcel Cachin 
interpellated the Government on M. Sarraut’s recent 
denunciation of Communism at Algiers and M. Sarraut 
replied. 

The decree prohibiting the importation of foreign coal into 
the country except under licence from the Ministry of 
Finance or the Ministry of Public Works was published. 


The Bill for the farming out of the French match monopoly 
to a syndicate in which the Swedish Match Trust would have 
an interest was further discussed in the Chamber. As a 
result of the Socialist attacks, M. Poincaré intervened in 
the Debate. 

Notices requiring them to present themselves for the 
terms of imprisonment to which they had been sentenced 
on 14th November, 1925, were served on M. Léon Daudet 
(one of the Editors of the Action Francaise) and M. Délest. 


The Committee of Deputies, which had been appointed to 
consider the request of the judicial authorities for the 
suspension of the Parliamentary immunity of four 
Communist members of the Chamber in order that they 
might be prosecuted for sedition, held its first meeting. 


Mr. Amery, Secretary of State for the Colonies ; Mr. Ormsby- 
Gore, Under Secretary of State for the Colonies ; Sir Samuel 
Wilson, Permanent Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, and a number of delegates to the Colonial 
Conference were guests of the French Union Coloniale at 
a banquet in Paris. 





ee 
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France—(contd.) 


Jun 


1927. 
e 2nd. 


3rd. 


5th. 


Representations by the British Board of Trade. 
(See Great Britain.) 

Negotiations proceeded between the Banque de France 
and the Bank of England with a view to an arrangement 
which would obviate the disadvantage created for the 
London market by the large French purchases of gold in 
London. 

M. Briand, Minister of Foreign Affairs, and M. Ponsot, 
High Commissioner for Syria, attended a meeting of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Senate. In an address, 
M. Ponsot stated that the military and financial situation 
in Syria had been stabilized and the prosperity of the State 
under French mandate assured. 

The Chamber continued the debate on the activities of 
the Communists. 

France and the Disarmament Conference. (See League 
of Nations.) 


GERMANY. 
May 26th. 


” 


” 


JUNE 2nd. 


27th. 


28th. 


3Ist. 


3rd, 


A collision between a party of National Socialists and some 
200 Communists occurred at Munich. 

Negotiations of Deutsche Lufthansa with Lithuanian 
Government. (See Lithuania.) 
M. Krestinski, the Soviet Ambassador in Berlin, called at 
the Foreign Office and asked on behalf of his Government 
whether the German Government would permit the 
German Embassy in London to look after Soviet Russian 
interests in Great Britain, in view of the rupture of 
diplomatic relations. The Government acceded to the 
request. © 

The Government Bill regulating the manufacture and 
export of war material in accordance with the disarmament 
terms has been passed by the Reichsrat. 


Cancellation of the German Mologa Concession (See 
U.S.S.R.) 

The Munich authorities prohibited the holding of the 
Republican Day arranged by the Reichsbanner on account 
of the excited state of party feeling. 


Poland renounced certain rights concerning the liquidation 
of property of German nationals. Germany handed over 
certain objects of art. (See Poland.) 

The police at Munich issued an order prohibiting the 
weating of uniform and distinctive dress denoting member- 
ship of a political party. 

German squadron’s visit to Portugal. (See Portugal.) 


At Ludwigshafen the French security police arrested the 
Manager of the Neue Pfalzer Landeszeitung for the 
publication of two advertisements, inviting the public to 
visit certain regimental celebrations in Bavaria. He will 
be tried by Court Martial. 





Germany— (contd.) 


June 5th. 


” 


6th. 


A demonstration of the Communist semi-military organiza- 
tion, The League of the Red Fighting Front, was held in 
Berlin and passed off without disturbance. 

M. Tchitcherin, the Soviet Commissar for Foreign 
Affairs, had a conversation with Herr Stresemann at 
Baden-Baden. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


»” 


>” 


%? 


1927. 
May 25th. 


26th. 


27th. 


28th. 


Sir A. Chamberlain read a memorandum in the House of 
Commons which he had made after the visit to the Foreign 
Office of M. Rosengolz, the Soviet Chargé d’ Affaires. 

It was announced that the British Legation at Buenos 
Aires was raised to the rank of an Embassy, dating from 
gth July, 1927, and Sir Malcolm Robertson, the Minister, 
was appointed Ambassador. 


The Colonial Conference considered the allied subjects 
of public health and medical research. 

Papers respecting the agreements relative to the British 
Concessions at Hankow and Kiukiang were issued as a 
White Paper. (Cmd. 2869.) 

Report of conclusion of treaty of amity with Ibn Sa’td. 

(See The Hijaz.) 
The motion of the Labour Party protesting against the 
rupture of diplomatic relations with Soviet Russia without 
previous inquiry by a Select Committee was defeated in 
the House of Commons by the substitution of a Conservative 
amendment approving the Government decision. The 
majority was 248. 

The Government issued as a White Paper sixteen 
documents “‘ illustrating the hostile activities of the Soviet 
Government and Third International against Great Britain.” 

Questions of education and forestry were considered at 
the Colonial Office Conference. 


The Note (dated 26th May and signed by Sir Austen 
Chamberlain) to M. Rosengolz, the Soviet Chargé d’Affaires, 
announcing the breaking-off of diplomatic relations with 
the U.S.S.R. was delivered at the Soviet Embassy. The 
Chargé d’Affaires was requested to withdraw himself and 
his staff from the country within the next ten days. 

M. Rosengolz was a guest at a luncheon of the Anglo- 
Russian Committee of the Labour Party held at the House 
of Commons. 

The Colonial Conference discussed at its meeting the 
use of films as a means of education and recreation. 


M. Khinchuk, Chairman of the Russian Trade Delegation 
issued a statement from Chesham House in which it was 
declared that further work with regard to the placing of 
new orders in Great Britain and the conclusion of further 
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Great Britain—(contd.) 


May 30th. 


” 


3Ist. 


JUNE ist. 


2nd, 


new commercial agreements and contracts of the Soviet 
trading organizations as well as of Arcos, Ltd., was 
terminated. 
Soviet reply to British Note. (See U.S.S.R.) 
Prohibition of Communist publications into New 
Zealand. (See New Zealand.) 


M. Rosengolz, Soviet Chargé d’Affaires in London, sent a 
letter to Sir Austen Chamberlain stating that he considered 
that Soviet citizens who were Directors of Arcos and other 
British companies conducting Anglo-Soviet Trade and of 
Soviet Trade Organizations, as well as the departmental 
managers, should be permitted to stay in this country for 
the liquidation of these organizations. 

A deputation of the China Committee visited the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and laid before him 
their views on the general situation in China. 

Canadian break with U.S.S.R. (See Canada.) 

The British Government despatched two warships to 
Alexandria and one to Port Said. 

It was announced that the British Government had 
approached the Norwegian Government with the request 
to take charge of the care of British interests in Russia. 


The Colonial Office Conference ended. 


The Foreign Secretary made a statement in the House of 
Commons on the situation in Egypt. 

The Foreign Secretary in the House of Commons stated 
that the latest information with regard to the military 
situation in China was that in the Eastern section the 
Shantung troops had completely evacuated the Hwai 
River line and that in the West Chang Tso-lin’s forces 
attacked by Tang Sheng-chi and Feng Yu-hsiang were 
retreating along the Peking-Hankow Railway to Chengchow. 
To the West of Chengchow they had crossed the Yellow 
River. 

An account of Admiral Harper’s record of the Battle 
of Jutland was published. 

An announcement was made by the Foreign Office 
that on 19th May, 1927, Notes were exchanged putting 
into effect an agreement between Great Britain and the 
U.S.A. for the settlement of certain inter-Governmental 
and private claims arising out of the late war and therefore 
unadjusted. 

The text of the convention between Great Britain and 
Mexico for the settlement of British pecuniary claims, 
signed in Mexico City on 19th November, 1926, was issued 
as a White Paper. 


: 


Members of the Colonial Conference entertained by the 
French Union Coloniale. (See France.) 
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Great Britain—(contd.) 


June 3rd. 


» 4th. 


GREECE. 
May 26th. 


» 30th. 


oo Sam. 


JUNE ist. 


The Board of Trade made representations to the French 
Government in connection with the decree prohibiting the 
import of coal into France except under licence. 

Negotiations between the Banque de France and the 
Bank of England. (See France.) 


M. Rosengolz, the Soviet Chargé d’Affaires in London, and 
his staff left London. M. Khinchuk, the Chairman of the 
Trade Delegation and his staff also left. A number of 
Labour M.P’s. attended the departure of M. Rosengolz, 
as did British Communists. Before his departure M. 
Rosengolz made a statement to the Press on his sojourn 
in Great Britain. 

The Soviet Mission left London. 

British Mission in Moscow. (See U.S.S.R.) 

British naval division’s visit to Copenhagen. (See 
Denmark.) 


Mr. William Peters, Chargé d’Affaires of the Soviet Mission, 
arrived at Riga. 


A debate was held in the Chamber on the article in the new 
constitution defining the method of revising the non- 
fundamental clauses in that document. Considerable 
dissension was displayed. 


Article 119 of the new Constitution was debated in the 
Chamber. 


The Cabinet met to consider the political situation on the 
basis of information received about an impending reactionary 
movement on the part of certain military leaders. 

The Chamber discussed the last Article of the Constitution 
in regard to the formation and meeting of the Senate. 

Admiral Koundouriotis, the President of the Republic, 
was recalled to Athens from Hydra. 

M. Venezilos published a signed article in local Cretan 
paper urging the necessity for an immediate plebiscite on 
the question of maintaining the Republic or restoring the 
Monarchy. The article caused much consternation in 
political circles. 

The voting of the Constitution was completed in the 
Chamber. 


The threatened coup d’état by military officers was averted 
by the appearance of General Plastiras (who overthrew 
King Constantine in 1922). The Cabinet was reported to 
have the mastery of the situation. 

The Cabinet approved the Budget. It was announced 
that it considered it superfluous to submit the Constitution 
for popular ratification by plebiscite. 

M. Kaphandaris, Minister of Finance, introduced the 
Budget in the Chamber. 
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Greece—(contd.) 

M. Oustinoff called on the Foreign Minister and assured 
him that no member of the Soviet Commercial Mission was 
involved in recent outbreaks of Communist agitators in 
Salonika. 

June 2nd. Further disturbances took place in Salonika where 
Communists attempted to tamper with the workers. 
One hundred arrests were made. Several persons were 
injured. 

The agreement for the settlement of Greek Debt to 
Great Britain was ratified by the Greek Parliament, and 
the Greek Minister in London paid £100,000 to the Treasury 
as the first instalment of the debt. 


» 3rd. The new Constitution was published in a local paper. 
The constituent function of the Chamber came to an end 
and in future that body will only be an ordinary Assembly. 


» 7th. Colonel Protosyngelos, who was in command of the 
garrison at Athens until he was removed on 31st May 
under suspicion of being implicated in a plot to bring 
about a military coup d’état was cashiered. 

The Government has asked that its case against the 
British Government with regard to the concessions obtained 
before the war by M. Mavromatis, a Greek national, for 
the supply of water and electricity to the city of Jerusalem, 
should be put down for hearing on the list for the next 
session of the Permanent Court of International Justice, 
opening at the Hague on 15th June. 


THE HIJAZ. 


May 25th, It was reported that Sir Gilbert Clayton’s negotiations 
with Ibn Sa’iid for a Treaty of Amity has been successful. 


HUNGARY. 

June 3rd. Dr. Walké, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, in a speech in 
the Hungarian Upper House, referred to many schemes 
for a Customs Union between the Danube States which 
would lead to better economic co-operation. 


ITALY. 

May 26th. Signor Mussolini addressed the Chamber of Deputies on 
the general policy of the Fascist Government. No mention 
was made of Italy’s foreign, financial, or economic policy. 


JUNE Ist. Yugoslav apology to Italy. (See Yugoslaia.) 

» 4th. The reply of the entire Fascist Party to the manifesto 
recently issued by the Executive of the Third International 
was published. It was a strong indictment of the Bolshevist 
régime and its propaganda in foreign countries. 

The Italian Minister visited the Foreign Office at 
Belgrade. 
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JAPAN. 
1927. 
May 25th. It was reported that Baron Tanaka, the Prime Minister, 
held the view that Japan should recognize Kiang Kai-shek’s 
Government at Nanking, and that the means of giving 
this policy practical effect would be the subject of a Foreign 
Office conference to be held on 15th June. 

» 26th. The War Office decided to request the Cabinet to sanction 
the dispatch of seven or eight battalions to Tsingtao 
(in Shantung). 

» 27th. The Cabinet decided upon the steps to be taken if an 
emergency involving danger to Japanese life and property 
should arise in Shantung. 

,, 28th. The Government ordered two battalions to Tsingtao and 
was reported to be preparing to reinforce the Peking and 
Tientsin garrisons. Baron Tanaka handed a statement to 
foreign representatives defining Japan’s intentions with 
regard to China. 

» 3st. It was officially stated that Baron Tanaka, the Prime 
Minister, would hold the portfolio of Foreign Affairs 
indefinitely. 

The Foreign Office Conference on the situation in China 
was postponed as M. Yoshizawa, the Minister in Peking, 
could not leave his post. 

June 2nd. Mr. Korekiyo Takahashi resigned his post as Finance 
Minister and was succeeded by Mr. Chuzo Mitsuchi 
(Education Minister). Mr. Midzuno Rentaro was appointed 
Minister of Education. 


LATVIA. 


June 2nd. A Trade Agreement embodying the most-favoured nation 
principle in force for five years was signed at Moscow. 
Latvia allows to Soviet naphtha products a 25 per cent. 
reduction of the import tariff,whilst the U.S.S.R. undertakes 
to purchase products to the value of {1,500,000 from 
Latvia annually. The Soviet Trade Delegation at Riga 
undertakes to submit to Latvian laws, three persons only 
will receive extra-territorial immunity. Latvia will establish 
a trading office at Moscow. 


LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 


May 25th. The Tenth Session of the International Labour Conference 
opened in Geneva. 

The British members to the World Economic Conference 
issued a report on the proceedings at Geneva ard the 
results attained. 

, 26th. Sir Atul Chatterjee, High Commissioner for India in 
London, made his presidential address at the International 
Labour Conference. 
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League of Nations-—(contd.) 


1927. 
JUNE 3rd. 


U.S.A. representatives to the 3-Power Naval Conference. 
(See U.S.A.) 


The International Labour Office adopted French and 
English as the “ official”’ tongues at Conferences held at 
Geneva. 

Senor Scialoja, Rapporteur at the League of Nations, 
will put forward at the next meeting of the Council, the 
name of Sir Ernest Wilton, recently Associate Chief 
Inspector of the Chinese Salt Revenue, as Chairman of the 
Governing Commission of the Saar, in succession to 
Mr. G. W. Stephens. 

The French Government consented to send its 
representative in Paris for League Affairs to attend the 
Disarmament Conference in the capacity of “ informateur.”’ 


LITHUANIA. 


May 26th. 


JUNE st. 


MEXICO. 


May 30th. 


JUNE Ist. 


a 3rd. 


The concession granted to the Deutsche Lufthansa by the 
Lithuanian Government for the operation of the air route 
K6nigsberg-Tilsit-Memel having expired, negotiations were 
commenced over terms for the renewal of the concession, 
General Kleshchinsky, former Chief of the Lithuanian 
General Staff, was executed at Kovno after having been 
found guilty of selling military secrets to the Soviet 
Government for which he was paid a monthly salary by 
the Soviet Legation at Kovno. 


President Calles issued a decree directing all Government 
Departments “‘ to abstain absolutely from buying directly 
or indirectly ” in the United States, ‘‘ furniture, machinery, 
or articles of a general nature for use in the administration 
of the public service.’’ The prohibition, according to the 
decree, was a reprisal. 

Mr. Arthur Brewer, an American, was shot and killed at 
Guadalajara, his assailant escaped. 

The Mexican Foreign Office issued a statement denying 
that the order recently made by President Calles was in 
any sense a boycott of American goods. 


MOROCCO. 


May 26th. 


» 28th. 


» 30th. 


The French and Spanish commands have agreed to take 
a joint action in the frontier region east of Wezzan. 

The French column under General Pétin occupied the 
Beni Mania District. Farther west the village of Laua 
was captured. 

It was reported that the simultaneous action by French 
and Spanish troops in the Beni Mstara and Beni Ahmed 
districts continued to meet with success. 





Morocco—(contd.) 


1927. 
JuNE 6th. 


General Don José Sanjurjo Sacanell, Marquis de Monte 
Malmusi, the Spanish Commander-in-Chief and High 
Commissioner in Morocco, was reported in the Melilla paper, 
Telegramma del Rif, to have stated that he hoped that 
military problems in Morocco would be settled by July. 
It was stated that during May, 4,065 rifles had been 
surrendered by the tribes. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


May 28th. 


The importation of certain Communistic publications, 
including those issued by the Communist Party of Great 
Britain, was prohibited. 


NICARAGUA. 


May 26th. 


PERSIA. 
May 28th. 


JUNE ist. 


The Foreign Ministers of Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, 
and Salvador at a Conference at San Salvador, discussed 
the settlement of Nicaraguan affairs by Mr. Henry Stimson. 
It was reported that they had agreed that the Stimson 
arrangement was a violation of the Central American 
Treaties of 1923. 

It was reported that Captain William Richards, of the 
United States Marines, shot and killed Francisco Sequeria 
Cabulla, a Nicaraguan Liberal General, at Léon. 


The Mostofi-ul-Mamalek, the Prime Minister, with his 
Cabinet which took office on 8th February, resigned. 
Mehdigholi Khan Hadyat, the Mokhbar es Saltaneh, who 
became Lord Chief Justice of Persia on 8th May, undertook 
the formation of a new Cabinet. 


,. 2nd. The new Persian Cabinet was sworn in. 
The Shah ordered the embargo on the entry of Russian 
goods into Persia to be lifted. 
POLAND. 
May 31st. The Government informed the German Government that 
it renounced certain of its rights under the Treaty of 
Versailles to liquidate the property of German nationals. 
It was announced at the same time that Germany had 
handed over to the Polish Government several objects of 
art having an historical value for Poland. 
June 7th. Murder of M. Voikoff. (See U.S.S.R.) 
Soviet Note to Poland with regard to murder of 
M. Voikoff. (See U.S.S.R.) 
PORTUGAL. 
June 2nd. Three German battleships and a cruiser arrived in the 
estuary of the Tagus and were received with henour in 
Lisbon by the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
» 3rd. Eighty-one persons charged with participation in the last 


revolt will be tried at Courts in session alternately in 
Oporto and Lisbon. 
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ROUMANIA. 


1927. 
JUNE 3rd. 


» 4th. 
» o> 


6th. 


General Averescu, the Prime Minister, tendered the 
resignation of the Cabinet to the King, who accepted it and 
instructed General Averescu to form a new Coalition 
Cabinet. 

General Averescu abandoned the attempt to form a Cabinet: 


Prince Barbu Stirby, who had been commissioned by the 
King, formed a Cabinet which was sworn in, comprised of 
Liberals and Independent Tsaranists. 


The negotiations between Prince Stirby and the National 
Tsaranists concluded. Prince Stirby secured their support 
for his Coalition and three of its members entered the 
Cabinet. Another Liberal was also admitted. Parliament 
was dissolved and it was announced that the General 
Election would begin on 7th July. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


May 3rst. 


-SPAIN. 
May 25th. 


26th. 


” 


», 29th. 


so «SE. 


JUNE 3rd. 


U.S.A. 
May 26th. 


» jist. 


Dr. H. D. F. Bodenstein, Professor of Roman Dutch Law 
at Stellenbosch University, was elected Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs. The new Department will be opened 
on Ist July. 


The Spanish Government made a loan of 100,000,000 pesetas 
(about £3,600,000) to the Argentine Republic at 6 per cent. 
per annum, and 1 per cent. for Sinking Fund. 


A decrge was signed by the King extending for a further 
six months the commercial agreement between Spain and 
the United States, in order that it might be possible to 
negotiate a new treaty. 

At a mass meeting of the Patriotic Union at Valladolid, 
the Prime Minister, the Marquis de Estella, announced that 
a general Consultative Assembly would shortly be convoked. 


An official statement was issued defining the functions of 
the Consultative Assembly, which is to be given the task 
of preparing for the return to a constitutional régime, and 
which will be convoked in the autumn. 

The Government issued a further Note to the effect that it 
was determined to proceed with the creation of a Consulta- 
tive Assembly, and rebutted the suggestion that it intended 
the Assembly to be the tool of its policy. 


Extension of commercial agreement with Spain. (See 
Spain.) 

During the observations of Memorial Day in New York, 
two Italian Fascists were shot and stabbed to death by 
anti-Fascists. 
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U.S.A.—(contd). 


May 30th. 
oo wen. 
JUNE Ist. 
x we 
» 4th. 
» Oth. 
» 6th. 
U.S.S.R. 
May 25th. 
» 26th. 


President Coolidge indicated his approval of the plan 
to move the American Legation from Peking to Tientsin 
if circumstances should make the transfer desirable. 

The draft of an ‘American Locarno’”’ treaty was 
submitted by its authors to the State Department. 
Mexican Embargo on United States goods. (See Mexico.) 
The President of the Pantepec Oil Co. of Mexico, Mr. William 
F. Buckley, asked the State Department to investigate the 
circumstances under which Senor Cecil Selasco, a Mexican 
lawyer, was kidnapped on 26th May. The State Department 
agreed to make investigations. 

Minister to Canada. (See Canada.) 

Killing of an American citizen in Guadalajara. (See 
Mexico.) 

Statement by the Mexican Foreign Office on the boycott 
of American goods. (See Mexico.) 

The U.S.A. Delegates to the 3-Power Naval Conference 
at Geneva left Washington. The representatives are :— 
Mr. Hugh Gibson, Ambassador to Belgium ; Admiral Hilary 
Jones, and Mr. Hugh Wilson, as Secretary-General of the 
Conference. 

Mr. Chamberlain left New York in the ‘“ Colombia ’”’ with 
Mr. Levine as passenger to fly across the Atlantic. 

Mr. Chamberlain landed at Eisleben, 100 miles south-west 
of Berlin, at 5.35 a.m. after a flight of forty-three hours. 


President Coolidge nominated Mr. Hugh Gibson, the 
United States Ambassador in Brussels, as Chairman of 
the United States delegation to the forthcoming Naval 
Limitation Conference at Geneva. 

Mr. Mellon, the Secretary of the Treasury, announced 
that the Treasury surplus for the current fiscal year 
exceeded $600,000,000 (£120,000,000). 


The Soviet Trade Commissar, M. Mikoyan, declared that 
the Soviet Government’s financial and commercial obliga- 
tions already incurred would be duly met, in spite of the 
breach of official relations. M. Litvinoff, the Acting 
People’s Commissar for Foreign Affairs, in a statement to 
the Press, declared that Arcos could not continue its 
operations. 

A statement signed by M. Rosengolz, Chargé d’Affaires 
of the U.S.S.R. in Great Britain, in reply to Mr. Baldwin's 
statement in the House of Commons on 24th May, was 
issued. 

Rupture of diplomatic relations by Canada. (See 
Canada.) 

Diplomatic relations with Great Britain. (See Great 
Britain.) 
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U.S.S.R.—(contd.) 


May 27th. 


” 


JUNE 2nd. 


28th. 


30th. 


30th. 


3Ist. 


3rd. 


4th. 


British Note announcing rupture of diplomatic relations. 
(See Great Britain.) 

Request to German Government to look after Soviet 

interests in Great Britain. (See Germany.) 
M. Litvinoff, the Acting Foreign Commissar, handed to 
Mr. Peters, a member of the British Mission in Moscow, 
a reply to the British Note severing official relations with 
the U.S.S.R. 

M. Khinchuk’s statement regarding Soviet trading with 
Great Britain. (See Great Britain.) 

The Government announced the cancellation by mutual 
agreement of the German Mologa Forest Concession, 
explaining that this became inevitable as the German 
Government refused financial assistance and the con- 
cessionnaires lacked the necessary funds. 

M. Rosengolz’s request concerning the Directors of Arcos. 
(See Great Britain.) 

After a plenary session of the Executive Committee of the 
Comintern, during which a group of Opposition leaders 
denounced the policy of the Comintern, the Committee 
handed M. Trotsky a formal warning to “ cease disruptive 
work or leave the Comintern and the Communist Party.’ 
The Comintern issued an official statement declaring that 
the opposition under the leadership of M. Trotsky stood on 
the “ brink of an open rupture with the Comintern.” 

Canadian break with the Soviet. (See Canada.) 

Trade Agreement with Latvia. (See Latvia.) 

The Communist International drafted a new ‘“‘ Red” 
programme for the Chinese Communist Party of which the 
outstanding feature was an injunction not to break with 
the Kuomintang (Chinese National Party) through whom 
it hoped to gain control. 

Departure of Soviet Embassy and Trade Delegation and 
Soviet Mission from London. (See Great Britain.) 

The Manager of a Soviet shop at Kharkoff was sentenced 
to death for refusing to lower his prices in accordance with 
the Government decree. 

The British Mission headed by Mr. Peters left Moscow 

for England. 
After hearing the report of M. Bukharin, the plenary 
sitting of the Moscow Committee of the Communist Party 
decided to insist upon the exclusion of MM. Trotsky and 
Zinovieff from the Central Executive Committee of the 
Communist Party. 

Five members of an anti-Soviet organization, at the 
head of which was the former Public Prosecutor, 
Krizhanovsky, were shot at Odessa in consequence of the 
discovery by the Cheka of a plot. 
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U.S.S.R.—(contd.) 


1927. 
Fascist reply to manifesto of Third International. 


(See Italy.) 
June 6th. Meeting between M. Tchitcherin and Herr Stresemann. 
(See Germany.) 

The central committee of the Ogpu (Cheka) published 
an announcement that the Leningrad branch shot without 
trial a batch of prisoners—mostly workmen—on the charge 
of sending intimidating letters to the administrators of 
justice in Leningrad. 

6th. M. Tchitcherin visited Herr Stresemann. (See Germany.) 


7th. M. Voikoff, the Soviet Minister in Warsaw, was shot dead 
by a young Russian named Boris Kowerda, at Warsaw. 
M. Voikoff.had gone to the station to meet M. Rosengolz. 
M. Litvinoff, the Acting Commissar for Foreign Affairs, 
handed M. Patek, the Polish Minister in Moscow, a strongly 
worded Note in which it was stated that the Soviet 
Government considered that the Polish Government could 

not repudiate responsibility for the murder of M. Voikoff. 


YUGOSLAVIA. 


JUNE 1st. The Government offered formal apologies to the Italian 
Minister at Belgrade for an anti-Italian demonstration at 


Ragusa, on 28th May. 


» 4th. The Italian Minister visited the Foreign Office at Belgrade. 
Diplomatic relations with Albania. (See Albania, 27th, 
30th and 31st May, and ist, 3rd, 4th and 5th June. 


VI. LEAGUE OF NATIONS NOTES 


NAVAL ARMAMENTS. 

The Coolidge Conference on Naval Armaments to take place in Geneva on 
2oth June is the next step on the way to bridging the gulf which appeared at the 
recent meeting of the Preparatory Commission. It seems more or less certain 
that Mr. Bridgeman, who is to be the chief British delegate, and who is to be 
supported by Lord Cecil, will make concrete proposals. At the recent Disarmament 
Conference held under the auspices of the League of Nations Union, Commander 
Denny, Secretary of the Navy League, showed by his speech in what direction 
official opinion was tending when he announced that it had been formally decided 
by the Grand Council of the Navy League that they were not against a reasonable 
and reciprocal reduction and limitation of armaments. Commander Fanshawe, 
M.P., was even more definite. He declared himself in favour of the reduction of 
all future capital ships to a maximum size of 10,000 tons. 


THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE. 


Sir Atul Chatterjee, the High Commissioner for India in London, was elected 
Chairman of the International Labour Conference. His opening speech dealt 
with India’s lead in the matter of industrial legislation in the Far East, and pointed 
out how important it was that the placid oriental philosophy should not be 
disturbed by the transition of a huge continent from primitive agriculture to modern 
organized industry. What is happening in India to-day will be happening in 
Africa to-morrow. 
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The chief items on the Agenda of the Conference are Freedom of Association, 
Sickness Insurance and the Fixing of a Minimum Wage for ill-paid and poorly 
organized trades. The first item, one of the guiding principles of the I.L.O. as 
laid down by the Treaty of Versailles, Part XIII, is causing considerable trouble. 
The protagonists are the Italians and the Labour group. The Convention will 
not be definitely drafted, however, till next year. Meanwhile a questionnaire of 
*‘ definitions ’’ is to be circulated to Governments. 


MEMEL. 


The German Government has put its first item on the Agenda of the Council 
which is to meet on 13th June. It has to do with a dispute over Memel, a port of 
importance to Lithuania, Poland and Germany to regulate which the League drew 
up a Convention in 1925. 

(By the courtesy of the League of Nations Union). 


VII. FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


1927. 
June 15th. *12th Ordinary Session of the Permanent Court of 
International Justice .. The Hague. 
» 17th. *Committee of Experts on National Defence Budgets. . Geneva. 
» 20th. *Permanent Mandates Commission Geneva. 
» 23rd. *Mixed Committee of Experts on the Counterfeiting of 
Currency .. Geneva. 
» 28th. *International Bureau for the Suppression of the Traffic 
in Women and Children ue London. 
July 4th. *Conference for the Constitution of an " International 
Relief Union ; Geneva. 
ss 4th. *Sub-Committee of Experts for the ‘Instruction of Youth 
in the aims of the League of Nations .. .. Geneva. 
se 5th. *Sub-Committee on Maritime Tonnage. (Transit) .. London. 
oi 7th. *Sub-Committee on University Relations = .. Geneva. 
» 1th. *Sub-Committee on Bibliography .. a wea .. Geneva. 
» 14th. *Sub-Committee on Intellectual Rights .. a .. Geneva. 
» 16th. *Sub-Committee on Arts and Letters “* i .. Geneva. 
» 17th. World Congress of International Associations .. .. Brussels. 
» 17th. International University .. Brussels. 
» 20th. *Plenary Meeting of the International ‘Committee for 
Intellectual Co-operation os = i“ .. Geneva. 
» 27th. International Council of Nurses .. a ave .. Geneva. 
Aug. 3rd. New Education Fellowship = .. Locarno. 
fo 6th. World Federation of Education Associations a8 Toronto. 
» 23rd. *3rd General Conference on Communications and Transit Geneva. 
» 24th. *Experts Press Conference .. ve ai “s .. Geneva. 
» 25th. Inter-Parliamentary Union ; “ - o>» 2aeas 
Sept. 5th. *8th Assembly of the League of Nations .. ¥ .. Geneva. 
»  Ig9th. *Interchange of Public Health Officers .. a .. Berlin. 
» 23rd. International Charity Congress .. e ca .. Strasburg. 
Oct. 10th. 2nd Pan-European Congress ' bs ia .. Brussels. 


* League of Nations. 


VIII. NOTICES. 


The Reparation Commission held a Meeting on Saturday, 28th May, under 
the chairmanship of M. Fernand Chapsal. It examined the questions on its Agenda, 
approved the programme for deliveries in kind for the months of June, July and 
August, 1927, and finally settled various questions under the Treaty of Trianon 
with Hungary. 


The 15th Congress of the International Colonial Institute was opened at the 
Peace Palace at the Hague on 7th June. Forty-three members attended. 
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